CARTSBROOKE CASTLE

In A,P. 530 the Jutes defeated the Romano-British inhabi-
tants of the Isle of Wight in a great buttle fought on the site
of Garishrooke Castle. When, in the seventh century, the
Jutes were conquered by the West Saxons, Carabrooke,
which had once been a Roman fort, became a Saxon strong-
hold. At the Conquest, the island, which was of great impor-
tance as a connecting link with Normandy, was given by the
Conqueror to William Pit7A)sborne, who built the Norman
shell-keep of the Castle. After being iorfeitetl to the Crown,
Carisbrooke was granted to the family of the de Redvers, the
last of whom, Isabella de Fortibus, made very considerable
additions to the Castle. The impressive twin-towered gate-
house was added in the fourteenth century and finally, in
Elizabeth's reign, the Castle was fortified in the Italian manner
with an escarp, ditch, ravelin and redan, as a defence against a
possible Spanish landing. These outworks, however, were
destined not to repel an invader, but to provide the daily walk
for a King in captivity.

Charles Ts flight to Carisbrooke in 1647 and his attempted
escape from the castle are the best known episodes in its his-
tory* On nth November, 1647, King Charles escaped from
the Army Headquarters at Hampton Court and made his way
to Titchfield House, the home of the Earl of Southampton,
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